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Not only does the technology industry shift and

change more than most, but as an incubator for

Georgia entrepreneurs, the makeup of ATDC 

regularly shifts as it guides its graduates out into

the world while simultaneously taking young

startups under its wing. This means that not only

people but entire companies and office uses

change regularly at ATDC, which made high-

quality, substantial furniture that was easy to

move, like if® Systems furniture, a priority. SMED

walls give even more flexibility for creating 

private office spaces. 

Other priorities for ATDC’s new headquarters

included bringing together the startups and their

people into a single location, adding conference

space and creating a more professional image. 

In the new building, all of the startups are in a 

single location and most are on the same floor,

providing more opportunities to interact, 

collaborate and learn from one another than

when they were spread out on Georgia Tech’s

campus. Not only is everyone located in closer

proximity, but there’s an abundance of conference

rooms and meeting space in the new headquar-

ters—14 shared conference rooms plus a board

room and the Entrepreneur’s Resource Center,

which serves as a casual meeting space and 

also offers Internet access, many business publi-

cations and other resources. Finally, both the 

move to midtown Atlanta and interior 

design decisions, like the choice of furniture 

systems, have given the startups the kind of 

professional, business-like setting they need for

client meetings and other interactions with 

the public. These decisions represent a big step 

up from the heavy, surplus state furniture ATDC

startups used while on campus.

It’s obvious that ATDC has benefited greatly 

from the changes, but so has the city of Atlanta.

Georgia Tech’s expansion into midtown has 

created a whole new neighborhood known 

as Technology Square, which celebrated its 

grand opening in October 2003. Chris Downing, 

ATDC’s associate director, says “It’s an exciting

environment — the place to be if you’re a tech-

nology company in Atlanta today.”

Flexibility is a matter of concern for any company today as it adapts

to changes in technology and the economy. For tech-based organizations, flexibility

can become a number one priority, as it was in the design of the new headquarters 

for the Advanced Technology Development Center (ATDC) of the Georgia Institute

of Technology.
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Customer Profile
The Advanced Technology Development Center

(ATDC) at the Georgia Institute of Technology 

in Atlanta is a nationally recognized technology 

incubator that helps Georgia entrepreneurs 

launch and build successful companies. Strategic

business advice and connections to people and

resources have helped guide the more than 100

companies that have emerged from the ATDC.

Haworth Product
Systems Furniture: if®, PLACES®, PREMISE®

and Moxie™

Storage: PREMISE® and if®

Seating: Improv®, LOOK™, X99® and To-Do™

Wood Casegoods: Orlando™ and Vancouver™

Accessories: Jump®Stuff

Architectural Elements: SMED LifeSPACE™

and LEGS®

Architect and Design Firm
Smallwood, Reynolds, Stewart, Stewart & Associates

Atlanta, Georgia

For more information, call 800.344.2600
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